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Ledoer’s Guide

Context is the Key
Looking at the Forest

These leader’s guides are designed to help stimulate our
thinking in terms of 'hoyv we can get the most out of the material
and help others to fish out insights that peéhaps are not so
apparent to them. These documents are living papers and will
be updated regularly. Feel free to add your own discussion
topics! ) |

We will list the section and page number(s) from The Ez.ra]&
Plan Book 1— First Love: A Heart to Understand for easy
referencing. L \ j
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Introduction Pages
Pages 109 — 113

oooooooo .

_ © Review the four important rules of interpretation on pages
112 and 113. A$Ig if there are any questions. The second rule
should be emphasized. There are many false teachers whose
doctrines are derived by allegorizing Scripture when it should
be taken in its literal sense, leading to some very strange,
unique and sometimes harmful teachings.
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Grammatical Context
Pages 114 — 124

O Ask the group if they have any questions about the information in this section, and
which box they checked on page 122 and why.

® Review the homework on pages 123 and 124. The following are some suggested
answers to the grammatical homework for all twenty verses listed.

-
N

.
.

> Leviticus 26:9 So I will turn toward you and make you fruitful and multiply
you, and I will confirm My covenant with you. = L

o

< .
.

Verse only observations: God will be on our side making us fruitful and increase our
numbers and He will confirm His covenant to us. - e * .

-

<
A
< <

Full grammatical context observations: Going béck to at Ieaét’verse one and then ahead
to at least verse forty-six (basically the entire chapter) it |s'clear that God’s blessmg and
the confirmation of His covenant ls-dependent upon our obedience to His covenant the
Ten Commandments. As We«fo-llow His commandments the blessings will foIIow If we
do not follow His ways then He will do everythmg He can to bring us back to honoring
the covenant. Thus'it is clear that.'rhere are both good and bad consequences that may be

—

tled to our behavior. _ 0

e - e
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» Joshua 24:19 Then Joshua said to the people, “'You will not be able to serve the
LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your
transgression or your sins.’

i
-

Verse only observations: It appears that Joshua is saying that it is impossible to serve
God because He is so holy and jealous that He will never forgive people of their sins.

Full grammatical context observations: Going back to the beginning of chapter twenty-
three we may observe that the time period is a few years after the nation of Israel has
entered the Promised Land. God has helped them begin to clear out more powerful
nations as they achieve victory over their enemies and they are at rest currently. It is
clear
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Joshua 24:19 continued

that Joshua is nearing the end of his life. He gathers everyone at Shechem and
specifically asks the elders and officers to be there as he addresses the people. He
recounts all the amazing things the Lord has done starting with Abraham. He then tells
them to put away the gods which their fathers had served in Egypt. Thus it is clear that
not everyone in Israel is wholly devoted to serving the Lord. He challenges them to
decide who they will serve, because they cannot serve both the Lord and the gods of the
surrounding nations. Joshua clearly:states that he and his house will serve the one true
God. ’

The people respond, We will also serve the Lord, for H:e.is our God Then Joshua
states in verse nineteen, You will not be able to serve the LORD, for He is a holy God.
He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your tr;ah'sére‘ssion or.your sins. What he says
in the next few verses is very revealing. It is obyious based on hiswarnings that follow
that many of the people had already started to forsake the Lord, despite the fact that
they say they will serve Him now. When Jpshua says that they are witnesses to t.he fact
godswhlch arein thelr‘ midst and to 1ncI|ne thEW hearts to the Lord. So it'is clear that
many of these people are only gwmg Irp service to serving God. They have no desire to
serve only God. They already'h.a.ve idols intheir midst. And if we were to finish the Book
of Joshua and read the first couple of chapt'e'rs of the Book of Judges we would see very

ooooooo

oooooo

ooooo

So what does verse nineteen really mean? Who is it truly addressing? Joshua was
clearly talking to the people who had already begun their departure from serving the
Lord and had immersed themselves into the immoral practices of the surrounding
nations. As far as God’s forgiveneg.s: Qoes, perhaps a more precise translation would be
that God will not just continually forgive sins if we have no intention of repenting and
changing our behavior. The people had perhaps deceived themselves into thinking that
if they provided the correct animal sacrifice for atonement that they could then act
anyway they wanted. For those people, indeed, God would not forgive their
transgressions or forgive their sins since no repentance was involved. Also they could
not expect to reap the blessings of a covenant that they had no intention of honoring. A
good New Testament corollary to this would be found in Matthew 3:7-9 where it appears
that John the Baptist is almost discouraging certain people from repenting and being
baptized. But, he is really asking that they bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
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> Proverbs 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are
all who hold her fast.

Verse only observations: It is not readily apparent as to what or who she is, but evidently
those who hold her fast are happy.

Full grammatical context observations: If we go back to verse thirteen we discover the
identity of her. Her is wisdom and understanding. In addition to making one happy, she
is a blessing to those who find her, her f)ro.fit is better than silver and her gain better
than fine gold, she is more precious than jewels, nothing we élésire can be compared to
her, she ensures long life, riches and honor, she Ieads to pleasant ways and paths of
peace.

ccccc

> Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice to You Wlth the voice of thanksglvmg That which |
have vowed | will pay. Salvation 13 from the LORD
Verse onlv observatlons It appears that Jonahi is thankful for something,-and.i |s
preparlng a sacrifice of some sort He ‘p:romlsed to‘f‘ollow through on a vow and states
that salvation is from the Lqrd‘ We do not know why he is happy, what he vowed or why
he mentions salvation. - o

oooooooooo

chchchch

one of this chapter to realize that Jonah is praying from the stomach of a fish, perhaps it
is best to read from the beginning of the book to get the full story about Jonah up to this
point. Jonah is asked of the Lord to go and preach to the nation of Assyria to repent of
their wicked ways or face judgment. Jonah however goes a different direction on a boat
sailing west. God sends a storm ahé:i the people in the boat find out that Jonah may be
the reason for the'storm. After awhile they feel there is no choice but to agree with
Jonah'’s suggestion to toss him into the sea. They throw him overboard which in fact
calms the storm.

The Lord appoints a great fish to swallow Jonah. After three days and three nights
Jonah begins a prayer which is recorded in verse two: | called out of my distress to the
LORD, And He answered me. | cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You heard my
voice. For You had cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the seas, And the current
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Jonah 2:9 continued

engulfed me. All Your breakers and billows passed over me. So | said, 'l have been
expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless | will look again toward Your holy temple.’
Water encompassed me to the point of death. The great deep engulfed me, Weeds were
wrapped around my head. | descended to the roots of the mountains. The earth with its
bars was around me forever, But You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD
my God. While | was fainting away, | remembered the LORD, And my prayer came to
You, Into Your holy temple. Those who regard vain idols Forsake their faithfulness,
But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I
will pay. Salvation is from the LORD. -

Now we can make some observations from the full context. It is interesting to note that
although the people in the boat actually threw Jphéﬁ overboard, he clearly recognizes
that it was the Lord who authorized it. Then Jonah discerns thatafter three days in the
belly of a fish, and still being alive, that perhaps the Lord is giving him a second chance.
He makes a curious statement Those who regard valn |dols Forsake the|r falthfulness
ownunfaithfulness, or thh Itis after that statement that he appears fuIIy repentant
and claims But I will sacrlflce to You Wlth the voice of thanksgiving. That which | have
vowed I will pay. Salvatlon is from the LORD. Remember that he is on his third day
belng in the belly of a fish.in the mjddle of the sea when he is saying this.

oooooooooo

oooooo

life. As an aside, this story is another amazing testimony to the wonderful depths of
God'’s love. He never gives up on people who deep down inside (maybe very deep) truly
want to serve the Lord. The Lord could have given up on Jonah, the minute he turned
away from Assyria, or when he entered the boat, or when he was tossed in the water.
The Lord could have even spared :Jg)nah’s life and then picked someone else to prophesy
to Assyria. But no; that is not the way our God works. Praise Him!

» lsaiah 58:5 Is it a fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to humble
himself? Is it for bowing one’s head like a reed And for spreading out sackcloth
and ashes as a bed? Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to the
LORD?

Verse only observations: Isaiah appears to be condemning a fast that perhaps contains
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Isaiah 58:5 continued

all the right rituals such as, self-deprivation, bowing down on sackcloth and ashes, but
lacks true purpose or credibility. This is just a guess, because there is nothing wrong
with fasting like this in general.

Full grammatical context observations: If we move back to the beginning of the chapter
we see that the Lord is asking Isaiah to show the people their transgressions. Although
they appear to seek Him daily and to know His ways as IF they were a nation that cared
about righteousness, His Word and jusfice, in fact they are complaining that fasting
seems to be a waste of time. But God replies that their ‘fasts’ are filled with pleasure,
money making, strife, debating, and fist fighting. Then our verse arrives, Is it a fast like
this which | choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it for bowing one’s head like
a reed And for spreading out sackcloth and asheé:efs'q bed? Will you call this a fast,
even an acceptable day to the LORD? i B & ) <

After our study verse the Lord cuts right‘throu'gh their false piety, by going thr,ough a
whole list of godly actions that they need to be prachcmg Thelr ‘fasts’ have not
produced in them its intended result They are not emptying themselves of WIc-kedness
and growmg closer to God. They are just. performmg the ritual and expectlng God to
bless them. And typical of our Lord after He rakes them over the coals, He tells them
how He will bless them after they‘turn thelr lives around to follow Him. He is amazing.

oooooooooo

ooooooooo
oooooo

ooooo

» Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For | know the plans that | have for you,’ declares the LORD,
‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’

Verse only observations: This appeérs to be a general statement from the Lord in order
to alleviate any fear, as He states that he has plans not for calamity but for welfare that
will bring hope and a sure future.

Full grammatical context observations: This is an often quoted verse and yet very few
know the true context of the verse. Although a Bible Encyclopedia / Handbook will add
much historical information that will add even more insight, we can glean much just
from starting at the beginning of the chapter. We find that many people from Jerusalem
have been taken captive (including the King, officials, princes, craftsmen, smiths, etc.)
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Jeremiah 29:11 continued

Babylon when the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar had besieged the city earlier. A
letter is sent to the exiles in Babylon containing instructions from the Lord. Basically the
Lord encourages the people to build houses, raise families and seek the welfare of the
cities where they have been sent. In seeking the cities’ welfare they will secure their own
welfare. The letter also instructs them not to listen to false prophets. The Lord goes on
to say that after seventy years He will bring them back to Jerusalem and thus will fulfill
His Word to them. Then our study vérse is stated, ‘For | know the plans that | have for
you, declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamlty to give you a future
and a hope.’ :

So more than just a nice sentiment, these words as we caniimagine, probably provided
a much needed boost to the exiles’ spiritual state. N We were to peek at a Bible
Encyclopedia, we would discover that 100 years earlier the northem nation of Israel had
been captured by the Assyrians and exiled to Assyria, whom the Babylonlans had
recently conquered. So the exiles may be t;hlnkmg that they were now completely
disintegrated as a nation. Also it had been about 400year5°smce Solomon had finished
the Temple of the Lord. If we put ourselves in the captive’s place, we discover jUSt how
devastated they must have been Four‘hundred years of temple worship at Jerusalem is
endlng for them and they ng anger live in the Promised Land. All the judgments in the
Books of Moses and the admonitions of Joshua are probably ringing in their ears. For
them all hope is perhaps lost. They are depressed beyond measure, absolutely crushed
under the réalization that they~had brought this upon themselves. How they must have
felt when that letter was read to them God was just in His punishment, but, He had not
forgotten them or given up on the‘n:l. We can just see the tears streaming from their eyes.
Yes, they still have hope. Perhaps they start to dream of the day that their children or
grandchildren will live again in the Promised Land. Seventy years — we can do that,
they think to themselves, now thatfv've know that God will still take us back.

» Lamentations 3:22,23 The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your
faithfulness.

Verse only observations: This verse describes a number of the attributes of God. His
lovingkindnesses and mercies never fail. In fact He is so faithful that they are new every
morning. We do not know what prompted the writer to rejoice in these qualities.
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Lamentations 3:22,23 continued

Full grammatical context observations: This is an often quoted verse, and has been
incorporated into many songs as well. Again, a Bible Encyclopedia would be helpful to
give some background on our friend Jeremiah the prophet, who wrote and experienced
Lamentations. Jeremiah was the prophet before and after Jerusalem’s final defeat from
the hands of the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar. The temple was burned and all the
furniture of the temple was taken away. Jeremiah’s message during this time was
unpopular and he was beaten and persecuted by other prophets and the people. The
King of Judah refused to heed his messége and paid dearly for it. The Lord rescued
Jeremiah time and time again through it all. If we go back to the beginning of the
chapter, we discover some amazing insights. While the words in our.verses are very nice
and encouraging, they proceed from the mouth of someone who had seen more
suffering in a few years than we will probably se.e:iruoou‘r lifetime. Read the tale of
suffering that follows and ponder how it is possible that through this incredible depth
(in some cases literal depth, as in the bottom ofa well) of despalr aman’s relatlonshlp
with God could pull him through.

oooooo

Verses 1 20 I am the man who has seen affllctlon Because of the rod of His wrath. He has
driven me and made me walk- lndarkness and not in hght Surely against me He has turned
HIS hand Repeatedly all the day ‘He has caused my flesh and my skin to waste away, He has
broken my bones. Hehasbeswgedand encompassed me with bitterness and hardship. In dark
places He has quev me dwel-l ‘Like those who have long been dead. He has walled me in so that
| cannot go out; He has made my chaln heavy Even when | cry out and call for help, He shuts
out my prayer He has blocked m'y:vyays with hewn stone; He has made my paths crooked. He
is to me like a bear lying in wait, Like a lion in secret places. He has turned aside my ways and
torn me to pieces; He has made me desolate. He bent His bow And set me as a target for the
arrow. He made the arrows of His quiver To enter into my inward parts. | have become a
laughingstock to all my people, Their mocking song all the day. He has filled me with
bitterness, He has made me drunk with wormwood. He has broken my teeth with gravel; He
has made me cower in the dust. My soul has been rejected from peace; | have forgotten
happiness. So | say, "My strength has perished, And so has my hope from the LORD.”
Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness. Surely my soul
remembers And is bowed down within me. This I recall to my mind, Therefore | have hope.

Verses 22, 23 The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
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» Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the
sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day
is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.

Verse only observations: The verse contains an often repeated phrase the joy of the
Lord is your strength. It is encouraging to know that the joy of the Lord can strengthen
us. The verse also encourages us to send food to those who have none. We do not know
why people were possibly feeling sorEdwfuI nor why the day was to be regarded as holy.
Also we do not know why in this partlcular instance the joy o.f the Lord would give them
strength.

Full grammatical context observations: Many songs have been wrltte’n with the phrasing
the joy of the Lord is our strength. Let us now dlg in to the context behlnd these words
of encouragement. If we go back to Nehemiah 6:15 we find that the j‘e bwldqng of the
wall of Jerusalem had just been finished (in 52 days), on the 25t of the month of Elul
which is the sixth month of the ecclesiastical calendar but the last month of the civil
calendar (Bible Handbook would help here obV|ous|'y) If We were to read the Book of
Nehemlah from the start we would feallze that rebuilding the wall was Nehemiah S
purpose for coming to Jerusalem belng allowed to do so by the reigning Klng of Persia,
Artaxerxes, in his 20t year, ,A feyv days later after the re-building has finished, on the
first day of the seventh month (ecclesiastical calendar) we find all of the people gathered
in the city to hear the Word of the Lbrd as read to them by Ezra. (Ezra and Nehemiah
are thus contemporaries. In faet the earliest versions of the Old Testament actually
combined the books of Ezra and Nehemiah and only referred to them as the Book of
Ezra. Later versions broke the tex‘ts up into first and second Ezra, and then finally Ezra
and Nehemiah).

The first day of the seventh mon’t:h*represents the beginning of a new month and in
this case the beginning of a new.year in the Jewish civil calendar. Also we find in
Numbers 29:1-6 that it was a holy day as well for the ecclesiastical calendar: Now in the
seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall also have a holy convocation;
you shall do no laborious work. It will be to you a day for blowing trumpets. And you
shall offer a ... Also on the tenth day of this month they were to celebrate the Day of
Atonement; and beginning on the fifteenth of this same month — the feast of
Tabernacles. So this was a very important month.
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Nehemiah 8:10 continued

The verse right before our study verse (verse nine) says that the people wept when they
heard the words of the Law. They are instructed in verse nine through eleven to: not
mourn, weep, be sorry, or be grieved. Why? — Because the joy of the Lord would be
their strength. So why were they crying? While it does not say exactly in the scriptures,
we can surmise that when they read the portion of the Law about how the Lord would
punish them for turning to other gods and send them into exile, perhaps they realized as
they gazed upon the rebuilt ruins of Jerusalem, being just a shadow of its former glory,
that it was too much for them to bear at'th.at moment. Just like the old men who had
seen the recent rebuilding of the temple under Ezra’s dirg:ctiéﬁ had wept: Ezra 3:12 But
many of the priests and Levites and chief of the.fathers, who were ancient men, that
had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes,
wept with a loud voice... Thus during this time pf heal ing it was important to rejoice
over each new step they were taking to rebuild;the temple, the wall; their lives, and their
nation. The joy of the Lord would be their strength during this time of sorrow and
mending. @ ' y ‘

oooooo

ooooo

;> Malachi 2:16 ‘For | hélfequivorce,’ says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘and him who
covers his garment with wrong, says the LORD of hosts. ‘So take heed to your

oooooooo

ooooooooo

chchchch

divorce, wrong doing, and dealing treacherously. We may not understand why the
phrasing cover his garment with wrong is being used. We do not know what prompted
the Lord to say these things. |

Full grammatical context observa;:i'ons: If we go back to the beginning of the chapter we
discover that the chapter is basically an admonition and rebuke directed toward the
priests for their unfaithful instruction and behavior. Among the list of wrong doings:
Not listening to God, not honoring His name, turning aside from the way, causing
people to stumble by bad instruction, corrupting the covenant, showing partiality,
dealing treacherously, profaning the covenant, profaning the sanctuary, marrying
women who believe in foreign gods, and dealing treacherously with their wives.

10



] sz

i0 gﬁ”e
The [zra 722 Flan | eaders Guide: CONTEXTISTHE KEY

Malachi 2:16 continued

The verse right before our study verse, fifteen, is a key one, but a tough one for
translators (as you may see from notes in your study Bible). Perhaps the best translation
looking at the Greek (Septuagint) and Hebrew is from the NASB (the NET Bible also has
a decent translation) But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And
what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your
spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. The idea here is
that marriage is a union of godly people who both possess the Spirit. We need both
parents to serve as godly examples if we want to promote that life to our offspring and
others. So, dealing treacherously with yourwife, including di*vbrge‘, is not an example of
God'’s covenant with us, or being united as if one flesh, or of representing godliness. This
is why our study verse begins with, for | hate divorce. So we see that divorce, and
dealing treacherously are actually just a few thiqdédn a whole list of grievances that the
Lord has against these worldly priests. But we also gained.a little insight as to why the
Lord hates divorce so much. The marriage covenant is a symbol of our covenant with
God. He hates it when we break our covenant Wlth Him, and He hates it when We break
our cov.enant we have made with our spouse.. .

A’s'for the phrasing of cé\'/er‘ h'iis garment with \i\frong, if we were to do a word search
for garment or cover garment we may find the following verses: Psalm 109:17-19 and
Psalm 73:6. These \/erSe,‘smake itclear that'jélst'és we recognize people by the clothes

oooooooooo

oooooo

ooooo

» Malachi 4:6 He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the
hearts of the children to thpgr fathers, so that | will not come and smite the land
with a curse.

Verse only observations: Someone (we do not know the identity of this person) will
restore good relationships between fathers and their children. We do not know how he
will do that. We do not know how or why these family relationships had deteriorated so
much. We can presume that God is the one who will smite the land with a curse. It
appears that God really values the family unit enough to chastise people when they are
not functioning as God intended.

11
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Malachi 4:6 continued

Full grammatical context observations: If we move one verse back we find the identity of
this person who will be restoring relationships as Elijah the prophet. But going back to
that verse spurs additional questions. Elijah will be coming before the great and
dreadful day of the Lord. So what is this day referring to, and how far in the future is
this? If we go back to the beginning of chapter four we see that verse one is already
talking about this day that is coming that will burn as an oven. If we head back to verse
one of chapter three we see that a messenger (presumably Elijah) is already being
referenced, Malachi 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek; shall suddenl;/éome to his temple, even
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye dellght in: behold he shaH come, saith the
LORD of hosts. \

ccccc

So let us go back one more verse to the last verse of chapter two Malachl 2: 17 Ye have
wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied hlm’7 When
ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good [;n the 5|ght of the LORD and he dellghteth in
them; or, Where is the God ofjudgment’> ......

Ok now we see the questlon that seems to have spurred the words in chapters three
and four of Malachi — Where |js.the God of judgment? We can almost hear the Lord,

“well, glad you asked, I will tell you about the judgment of God, and what will take
pIaZce during M'y'jUthfe'nt So let 'us try: and summarize chapters three and four so
that we can'gain some insight mto our study verse, which if we have not realized by now,
is the last verse in chapter four of the last book of the Old Testament (chronologically).
Note that for the Jews the last book of their Old Testament was 2 Chronicles, since they
organized their books by three major subdivisions: the Law, the Prophets and the
Writings (2 Chronicles being included in the Writings).

In the beginning of chapter thr,e"e'it states that the people will delight in seeing the
messenger of the covenant coming to the temple. But instead of arriving as perhaps a
victorious king like David, this messenger will be like a refiner’s fire, and a fuller’s soap.
This gives us insight into the viewpoint of the people during Malachi’s ministry.
Although the people had been allowed to return and build a new temple and rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem, they were still under the control of another nation. The God of
judgment they were looking for would execute judgment on the surrounding nations.
But the Lord knew that His holy judgment needed to begin with the Jews first. The Lord

12
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Malachi 4:6 continued

clearly shows that the wicked will be defeated not by a great physical army, but by those
who fear the Lord.

While there is much more we can comment on we have enough here to answer our
basic questions. We already know that the messenger is Elijah. It is clear that the people
had gone astray as the Lord quotes from the people themselves in chapter three, Ye have
said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and
that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts? And now we call the proud
happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even
delivered.

The reference in our passage about restoring the hea(ts of the fathers to their children
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, probably refers to arededication on the
fathers part to teach their children the Law of Moses, and for the children to recommit
themselves to honoring their parents and Ihe Law of their fa.’thers Malachi ends,with an
appeared’> Has the Day bf the Lord amved’P Hmm it appears we have some. more
studylng to do... Ve : : L

ooooo

oooooooo

ooooooooo

chchchch

Verse only observations: Jesus is talklng in symbolic terms here. The terms yoke and
burden can refer to the use of animals for working in the fields, plowing, carrying loads,
etc. What this is supposed to mean for people or why Jesus’ yoke is easy and His burden
is light is uncertain. |

Full grammatical context observati'ons: To understand this verse we need to go back to
the beginning of this chapter. John the Baptist who is now in prison sends two of his
disciples to Jesus to confirm that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. Jesus answers them and
then starts to address the crowd that is around Him. He clearly tells them that John the
Baptist is Elijah (The messenger mentioned in the Book of Malachi). He also says that
people have neither recognized John as Elijah nor Himself as Messiah. Jesus then
begins to rebuke different cities where many of His miracles have taken place. He states
that the wise people (religious leaders) are completely ignorant of the real meaning of

13
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Matthew 11:30 continued

the Scriptures and of His ministry; and yet the common people (babes —who are no
doubt approaching their ministry with repentance and faith) are seeing the message and
the meaning of John and Jesus clearly. Jesus then clearly states that God the Father has
given Jesus the Son, the task of revealing the Father to the world. Then He begins in
verse 28 with the phrase that is often repeated and leads into our study verse: "Come to
Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is easy and M)’./ burden is light.

Now, based on the full context we may see that Jesus is contras.ti:n;g the wise religious
leaders teaching versus His own teaching and reveallng of the Father. The religious
leaders of the day had added so many minute addltlonal requuements to the Law while
neglecting some of the weightier issues, like mercy, justice and humlllty. Thag is why
they would accuse John of being a devil, and accuse Jesus of being a glutton and a friend
of sinners Jesus does not abandon the Old Tes"[ament morél’code but implies that
specaf'catlons that the P‘harlsees had transformed itinto. The Lord’s way is.easy ‘and
Ilght led by one who is Iowly and meek This also eXpIalns verse 28, why those who
labor and are heavy laden (under the Pharlsees fradltlons) can find rest for their souls.

ooooo

oooooooooo

ooooooooo

oooooo

> Mark 14:36 And He was saylng, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You;
remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.

Verse only observations: Although thls may be a familiar passage to some, if we take
this on face value, we do not know Who is saying this, or why the person is asking for a
cup to be removed: The person seems to have great faith in the Father (presumably God
the Father) acknowledging that all things are possible for Him. The person also seems to
be resigned to the fact that if this request is not granted that would be acceptable as well.

Full grammatical context observations: If we go back to verse twelve we see that Jesus
and His disciples are preparing to celebrate what would be the Last Supper (Passover).
During the supper (verses 23 and 24) Jesus describes a cup filled with wine as my blood
of the covenant which is poured out for many. Now we can understand what the cup in
our verse is referring to. After the supper He and His disciples go to the garden of
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Mark 14:36 continued

Gethsemane to pray. It is there in the garden that He utters the words in our study
verse. So now we see that Jesus, knowing God can do anything, is asking if there is any
other way to provide salvation for mankind besides shedding His blood. Despite this
request He also acknowledges, that whatever the answer, His desire is to do only God’s
will.

> Luke 1:37 For nothing will be impeesible with God.

Verse only observations: God can literally do anythlng S|n¢e nothmg is impossible to
Him. We do not know who is saying this or why: this is belng stated Thls.phrasmg is
similar to what Jesus said in the garden of Gethsemane W

Full grammatical context observations: Ifwe go back to verse twenty-six we flnd the
context of this statement. The angel Gabriel i is appeanng to Mary let her know that she
.. will conceive in your womb and bear ason, and you shall name Him Jesus: He will
be great and will be calledthe Son of the Most ngh and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father Davrd* and He will relgn over the house of Jacob forever, and
is kingdom WI|| have no.end. Mary IS understandably doubtful and confused as she

tttttt

chchchch

for that reason the holy Chl|d shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your
relative Elizabeth has also concel\/ed a son in her old age; and she who was called
barren is now in her sixth month. So we see the angel has mentioned the power of God,
and an example of that power in Mary’s relative Elizabeth, before he relates our study
verse, For nothing will be impossible with God. Thus it is the angel Gabriel who is
stating this; and the impossibility for a woman of having a child in her old age
(Elizabeth), or even without the union of a husband (Mary), is dismissed as God can do
all things.
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» Luke 18:27 But He said, "The things that are impossible with people are possible
with God.

Verse only observations: We do not know who is talking, but evidently something that is
impossible for people is possible with God. We do not know what things the speaker is
talking about.

Full grammatical context observations: For this one we can go back to verse eighteen,
where we discover that a ruler of somesort was posing a question to Jesus, Good
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eterr'lal.life? Jesus responds to what is the crux of the
matter, although the ruler missed the message, as Jesus ;ays: Wh){ do you call Me good?
No one is good except God alone. Jesus then mentions some of the Ten
Commandments, to which the ruler somehow claims that he has actually kept all of
them from his youth. Knowing he was extremely i:é\;etgus of his personal riches, Jesus
tells him not just to give some money to the poor, but to sell everything that he
possesses and distribute it to the poor. As the man becomes very sad Jesus says, How
hard it is for those who are wealthy to enIer the klngdom of God! For itis eaS|er for a

oooooo

God: The people who aréstandlng around are understandably dumbfounded as they
exolalm Then who can be saved’? Then  Jesus shares our study verse, But He sald "The
thmgs that are impossible wrth people are p033|ble with God.

ooooo

. >

Thus we haveicla'rity“n"oi/\i on our \/érse. It is Jesus Himself who is talking. What is
imb@ssible for people is to ob'téin salvation and inherit eternal life on their own merits

and good works. Salvation and eternal life are only achievable because of what God has
done on our behalf. )

» John 1:35 Again the next,o:a'y John was standing with two of his disciples,

. - e e

.

Verse only observations: A person named John was with two of his disciples. We do not
know which John this is or what he was doing, but evidently he must be some type of
teacher since he has disciples.

Full grammatical context observations: If we go back to verse nineteen we see that this
John is John the Baptist. Priests and Levites have come out to him to ask if he was the
Messiah, which he denies. They ask him if he is Elijah, or the Prophet, to which he
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John 1:35 continued

responds, No. So why are these three people mentioned: the Messiah, the Prophet and
Elijah? The reason is that all three of these people have been mentioned in the Old
Testament as people who will eventually come to the Jews (Prophet: Deuteronomy,
Messiah: Isaiah, Elijah: Malachi — using a Bible concordance or Bible search program
would help to find this information). It is interesting that John does not claim to be the
prophet Elijah, while Jesus (Matthew 11) tells people that John is Elijah the messenger
mentioned in the Book of Malachi. So is John playing games with them? John only
states that he is a voice of one crying infothgz wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the
lord,” as Isaiah the prophet said. They ask him why he is‘bap“ti‘zilfgg, and he tells them, |
baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. It is He who
comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie. The very next day
John sees Jesus and the dove descending upon H:illn.as a confirmation that Jesus is the
One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. The day after that John |s-wrth two of his
disciples, as our study verse says. So evidently in addition to baptlzmg with water and
preparing the way for Jesus, John attracted a follpyvlng of d|§C|pIes as well.

oooooo

aaaaa

ooooo

.

Verse only obse.rvatlons We do not know the identity of the He or | and we are not
entlrely sure what increase or decrease refers to (maybe popularity, wealth, influence,

ooooo

etc. ) .....

Full grammatical context observations: If we go back to verse twenty-two we see that
Jesus and His disciples are baptlzmg people. John’s disciples come to him and seem
concerned that many people are now following Jesus and not coming to John. John
clearly relates to them that his mmlstry was in fact to pave the way for Jesus, and he is
rejoicing that Jesus has begun His ministry. So in that context we can see why John
says, He must increase, but I must decrease. John can still prepare people for the
Messiah, but while the Messiah is here, He must take center stage.
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> John 10:30 | and the Father are one.

Verse only observations: Not sure who the | and the Father are, but if the Father is God,
this person seems to claiming either equality with God or actually being God.

Full grammatical context observations: We need to go back to verse twenty-two. The
Feast of the Dedication (Hanukkah) is taking place. Jesus is walking in the temple area
and He is asked by some Jews why He does not simply come out and plainly tell people
that He is the Messiah. Jesus claims'that in fact He has and His miracles also bear this
testimony. He goes on to say that the re°ason these Jews do not believe in Him is because
they are not His sheep; for His sheep followand listen to Him. Jesus says that His
Father gave Him His sheep and gave them eternal life. Jesus states that the Father is
greater than all. But then Jesus goes on to say that He and the Father are one, making
Him also equal with God. It is interesting that Jgéds:dqes not say that He was just the
Messiah, which the Jews could assume was a military deliverer, but He claimed equality
with God. Thus He clearly shows that He is more than Moses, David or Elijah.

oooooo

> 1Coronthians 9: 19 F-or though I am free from all men, I have made myself a
slave to all, so that | may win more
VeEse only obseﬁr\'/étidris" 'Wé are n'o't suréwho is saying this but it appears that someone
is glvmg up ‘freedoms they currently have so that they can win many. What this person is

trylng towin is unknown; and why they want to win as many as possible is unknown as
well.

Full grammatical context observations: We need to go to the beginning of this chapter.
We find the Apostle Paul speaking iabout his ministry and specifically how much he has
given up while he'ministers to others. He gives a few examples of what he has given up
in order to win people tothe gospel. For Paul, if giving up certain things even though he
may be entitled to them, will allow him to win more people to the gospel, he is willing to
do it. He is a slave in the sense that he does not have the same freedoms other people
enjoy.
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» 1Corinthinas 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so
that you will be able to endure it.

Verse only observations: Stated simply, we will all face similar trials and temptations
and God will always provide a way to bear them.

Full grammatical context observations: The larger context is found at the beginning of
the chapter. The Apostle Paul recounts the trials in the wilderness (Exodus) and how
people perished because of their disobedience. Paul mentioné'idolgtry, pagan revelry,
sexual immorality, and grumbling. The wilderness journeys were filled with trials where
God provided a way of escaping the trial or tempta-tlon Many people did not wait for
God though with disastrous results. Verses eIeven and twelve state Now these things
happened to them as an example, and they were written for our mstructlon , upon
whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him Who thinks he stands take
heed that he does not fall. -

oooooo

Verse fourteen whlch follows our study verse Is a summarizing statement. Therefore
my beloved, flee from |dolatry Thus Paul summarizes all the bad behavior in the
wilderness as a form of |dolatry while further encouragmg us to take the way of escape
that the Lord will pltd\/jde us so that we can ‘flee from sin.

g <

ccccc

> Revalation 3:20 Behold fstand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with
Me. \

Verse only observations: Basicallyfthe person in this verse is saying that he is outside
people's homes knocking on their doors. If people open their doors (and presumably
invite him in) he will dine with them. He will also (invite the person who let him in to)
have dinner with him.

Full grammatical context observations: Thus the beginning of fellowship begins with the
door opening and the invitation to fellowship presumably accepted. The larger context
reveals much. The Apostle John in Revelation chapters two and three is writing short
letters to seven different churches. This verse in our passage is part of a letter to the
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Revelation 3:20 continued

church at Laodicea. The characteristics of this church: they are neither hot nor cold, they
were rich and complacent, not realizing how poor off spiritually they were. The letter
states that instead of spending money on gold, fine clothing, and expensive salves and
oils, they were to allow themselves to be refined in the fire of trial. In this way their
character would be refined as if gold, and they would be worthy to wear garments of
white, reflecting their righteous behavior. Additionally, instead of using salves and
creams for vain purposes, they were'to.metaphorically use them so that their eyes of
faith and belief would be opened. .

N
N
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.
<

Thus once that is done they will hear the Lord.knocking] and in\;i;cq him in for
fellowship, whereas before it is doubtful that they could even hear him knocking. It is
clear this passage is primarily directed to believgﬁ§élthough this verse is used for
evangelistic purposes quite often. The last verses end with an encouragement for
believers who overcome: He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit down with Me on
My throne, as | also overcame and sat d'own W|th My Father on His throne. He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Sp|r|t says to the churches .
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